
SOUTH BRUNSWICK TOWNSHIP PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

P.O. Box 181 • Monmouth Junction, New Jersey 08852 • (732) 297-7800 •  
www.sbschools.org 

 

Imagine if every child... 
 

Scott Feder 
Superintendent of Schools 

 
David E. Pawlowski 

Business Administrator/ Board Secretary 
 

 

              Jennifer K. Diszler                                              
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum,    

Instruction and Administration 

Kimberly Maloy-White 
Assistant Superintendent for Human Resources 

 

September 17, 2018 

 

Dear South Brunswick Families, 

 

Today we have concluded our 6th day of school.  I am not sure about you, but it feels like a lot 

more than just 6 school days. I bring this up as if you recall I sent a communication letting you 

know that we will be assessing for the first 3 weeks so that we can best identify trends and 

patterns that would warrant possible changes to better our transporting of students. 

 

While the last few days have yielded buses running on time in both the morning and afternoons, 

we still have some issues we are working through and a few that we unfortunately believe will be 

a long term battle due to the ever changing industry of school transportation. This notice is a 

midpoint of our work so that you know where we are with a few of the bigger topics in 

transportation. 

 

• Driver Shortage - This remains atop the list of issues.  The first 5 days of school, our 

contractors were operating with a deficit of around 5 drivers on each day.  While this 

issue is not fully resolved, we are working with our main contractor, First Student, and 

are covering runs in the immediate, which is why you may have seen a marked 

improvement the last few days. This will resolve itself on the sooner side, but I believe 

this may be the new normal in New Jersey. We continue to make strides here as this year 

is beyond better in this area, but I look for the day when we are well staffed from day 1 

thru day 181. 

 

• Bus Crowding/length of ride - This is an area we are monitoring and while the more 

obvious fix is to simply add more buses, the above issue is a great concern.  However, we 

cannot have the routes too crowded to the point where children either do not fit due to 

numbers, or where they do not fit due to size and bags and the like.  While this is not an 

easy fix, we are working on different scenarios to provide our most troubled routes some 

relief. This is a work in progress and we will be reaching out on this in the coming weeks. 

 In the meantime, the buses are coming and doing the routes and the children are getting 

to school on time, which is a massive upgrade from last year. 

 

• Early start times for HS - While a good deal of this has already improved, we are 

expecting more good news in the coming week or two. We are currently monitoring 

arrival times at the high school and believe that we will be able to bump up route start 

times by the end of the month in some cases. We are just watching and keeping record so 

we can make sure we have consistency.  Remember, during the first 5 days of school, 

there were two days with major road closures.  Hard to make judgments without 
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consistent route monitoring. More to come and hopefully some good news for our high 

schoolers by the end of the month. 

 

• Miscellaneous - The start of school will often bring transportation challenges even under 

the best of circumstances.  It is hard to even record just how many changes the 

transportation department has made already as they listen to concerns from our families. 

When transporting over 7,000 students across three tiers, there are bound to be glitches 

and those are more of what is expected in the beginning of a year.  The compounded 

issues of this ongoing driver shortage just make a complex process even more complex. 

 

I once again thank you for your patience and understanding and mostly for your respectful 

communications. It is so much appreciated and I still await the day when we can talk about so 

many more important topics surrounding teaching and learning and when the buses are a non 

factor in our thinking and just roll along quietly without issue. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Scott Feder 

Superintendent of Schools 
 

 

 

 
 

 


