CHALLENGING CHOICES
2008-2009

A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur’s Court by Mark Twain
Nineteenth-century mechanic Hank Morgan suffers a blow to the head and wakes up in
King Arthur's Court where he tries to introduce modern technology and political ideas to
the inhabitants.

A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle
Three extra-terrestrial beings take Meg and her friends to another world.

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas by John Boyne
Bored and lonely after his family moves from Berlin to a place called "Out-With" in 1942,
Bruno, the son of a Nazi officer, befriends a boy in striped pajamas who lives behind a
wire fence.

Childhood’s End by Arthur C. Clarke
When the Overlords first came to Earth, they brought peace and prosperity with them,
but it soon became apparent that their purpose was the elimination of the human race.

Down the Rabbit Hole by Peter Abrahams
Like her idol Sherlock Holmes, eighth-grader Ingrid Levin-Hill uses her intellect to solve
the murder of an eccentric local woman in her hometown of Echo Falls.

***Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie by Jordan Sonnenblick
When his younger brother is diagnosed with leukemia, thirteen-year-old Steven tries to
deal with his complicated emotions, his school life, and his desire to support his family.

Elephant Run by Roland Smith
Nick endures servitude, beatings, and more after his British father's plantation in Burma is
invaded by the Japanese in 1941. When his father and others are taken prisoner and Nick
is stranded with his friend Mya, they plan a daring escape on elephants, risking their lives
to save Nick's father and Mya's brother from a Japanese prisoner of war camp.

Hope was Here by Joan Baer
When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move from Brooklyn to
Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways diner, they
become involved with the diner owner's political campaign to oust the town's corrupt
mayor.

The Pact: Three Young Men Make a Promise and Fulfill a Dream by Sampson Davis,

George Jenkins, and Rameck Hunt
Presents the true story of three African-American kids from the inner city of Newark,
New Jersey, who made a pact to support each other as they rose from an environment of
poverty, crime, and drugs, and went on to become successful doctors.

The Revenge of the Whale by Nat Philbrick
Recounts the 1820 sinking of the whaleship “"Essex" by an enraged sperm whale and how
the crew of young men survived against impossible odds. Based on the author's adult book
"In the Heart of the Sea."

Small Steps by Louis Sachar
Three years after being released from Camp Green Lake, Armpit is trying hard to keep his
life on track, but when his old pal X-Ray shows up with a tempting plan to make some
easy money scalping concert tickets, Armpit reluctantly goes along.

The Wednesday Wars by Gary D. Schmidt
During the 1967 school year, on Wednesday afternoons when all his classmates go to
either Catechism or Hebrew school, seventh-grader Holling Hoodhood stays in Mrs. Baker's
classroom where they read the plays of William Shakespeare and Holling learns much of
value about the world he lives in.

***One Book Crossroads Selection




