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INTRODUCTION TO LANGUAGE ARTS 
Grades 6-8 

CROSSROADS MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 

A STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY 
The essence of learning is the acquisition and development of language.  In order for our 
students to be successful learners in all aspects of the curriculum and to achieve their full 
potential, they must be adept in the use of language arts skills.  The 21st Century requires 
skill in both expressive and receptive communication; thus, students must acquire skills 
to facilitate effective communication and to appreciate the power and beauty of language. 
 
WRITING 
Students will understand that proficient writers… 

• View writing as a complex process used for communication, expression, and 
learning. 

• Have a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form, style, and voice in 
order to write for different audiences, contexts, and purposes. 

• Use writing as an opportunity to think about their ideas and feelings and about the 
events and people in their lives. 

• Can capture their experiences, examine and organize their perceptions about these 
experiences, and link them to the experiences of others. 

• See the writing process as recursive, evolving in content and perspective over 
time. 

• Take risks, collaborate with others, and reflect as they compose increasingly 
complex texts. 

• Use language conventions as tools for writing clearly and for crafting their work 
with appropriate conventions of spelling, grammar, and punctuation as they 
revise, edit, and publish their work. 

• View writing not only as a product but also as a mode of thinking. 
• Use everything they hear, speak, read, and view to contribute to the content and 

quality of their writing. 
• Incorporate media literacy skills and tools to enhance written communication. 

 
Writing Focus for Grades 6-8: 

o Writing Process 
o Word Choice 
o Sensory Details 
o Transitions 
o Thesis Statement 
o Openings / Closings 
o Dialogue 
o Active vs. Passive 
o Parallel Structure 
o Grammar and Punctuation 
o Organization and Structure 
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o Sentence Structure 
o Sentence Combining 
o Use of Mentor Texts 
o Development of Author’s Voice and Style 
o Research Skills 

 
 

LITERATURE 
Students will understand that proficient readers… 

• Relate what they read to their own lives by connecting it to prior knowledge, 
looking for similarities between the text and what they have experienced. 

• Become engaged with text by asking questions to clarify, understand, and 
make meaning out of what they are reading. 

• Implement the five senses to build images in their minds that enhance the 
experience of reading. 

• Make inferences and predictions by combining background knowledge and 
textual information to draw conclusions and interpret facts  

• Determine important ideas by identifying themes and diminishing focus on 
less important ideas or pieces of information 

• Synthesize, retell, and summarize information from text 
• Combine new information with existing knowledge to form an original idea or 

gain new insight. 
• Monitor comprehension and meaning, using appropriate strategies to handle 

challenging text 
• Consider diverse cultures, perspectives, and aspects of human behavior 

through literature study 
 
Reading Focus for Grades 6-8: 

o Reading Strategies  
o Metacognition 
o Literary Terms and Conventions 
o Literary Elements 
o Genre Studies  
o Vocabulary Development  
o Independent Reading 
o Identifying Author’s Voice and Style 
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GRADE Standards Unpacked by Grade Level 

for 

Standards Unpacked by Grade Level for Standards Unpacked by Grade 

Level for 

 LITERATURE WRITING WORD STUDY 

Sixth 
Grade 

FICTION 
• 3.1.6 Reading Š A.1-A.3, C.1-C.4, 

D.1-D.4, E.1-E.6, F.1-F.5, G.1-
G.13, G.15-G.18, H.1-H.7 

• 3.3.6 Speaking Š A.1-A.5, B.1-
B.6, C.1-C.3 

• 3.4.6 Listening Š B.1-B.5 
• 3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy 

Š A.1, A.3, A.4 
 
NON-FICTION 
• 3.1.6 Reading Š A.1-A.3, C.1-C.4, 

D.1-D.4, E.1-E.6, F.1-F.5, G.1, 
G.3, G.4, G.6, G.8-G.11, H.1-H.6 

• 3.3.6 Speaking Š A.1-A.5, B.1-B.6 
• 3.4.6 Listening Š A.1, A.2, B.1-

B.4 
• 3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy    

ŠA.1-A.8, B.1-B.7 
 
POETRY 
• 3.1.6 Reading Š C.1-C.4  D.1-D.4, 

E.1-E.6, G.1, G.4, G.13, G.14, 
G.17 

 
 
 
 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
•   3.2.6 Writing Š A.1-A.13, B.1-B.10, 

C.1-C.10. D.1-D.3, D.4, D.7, D.10, 
D.12-D.15, E.1-E.5, F.1, F.2, G.1-G.18 

• 3.1.6 Reading Š A.1-A.3, H.1-H.7 
• 3.3.6 Speaking Š C.1-C.3, D.1-D.9 
•    3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy Š 

B.1, B.2, B.7, C.2 
• 3.4.6 Listening Š A.1-A.7 
 
EXPRESSIVE WRITING 
• 3.2.6 Reading Š A.3-A.13, B.1, B.4, B.6, 

B.7, B.10, C.1-C.10, D.1-D.3, D.5, D.6, 
D.9, D.10, D.13-D.15 

 
PERSUASIVE WRITING 
• 3.2.6 Writing Š D.1-D.3, D.8, D.10  
 
POETRY 
• 3.2.6 Writing, D.1-D.3, D.6. D.13. D.15 
 
 

VOCABULARY 
• 3.1.6 Reading Š C.1-C.4, F.1-

F.5 
• 3.2.6 Writing Š A.6, A.7, A.9, 

B.7, C.6, C.9 
• 3.3.6 Speaking Š C.1-C.3 
 
GRAMMAR / USAGE / 
MECHANICS 
• 3.1.6 Reading Š F.1-5 
• 3.2.6 Writing Š A.6, A.9, A.10, 

A.13, C.1 Š C.10 
• 3.3.6 Speaking Š C.1-C.3, D.3 
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Seventh 
and 

Eighth 
Grades 

FICTION 
• 3.1.8 Reading Š A.1, C.1-C.4, 

D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-
G.9, G.10-G.15, H.1-H.5 

• 3.2.8 Writing Š D.8 
• 3.3.8 Speaking Š A.1-A.7, B.1-

B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
• 3.4.8 Listening ŠA.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
• 3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy 

Š A.2, A.3, B.5 
 
NON-FICTION 
• 3.1.8 Reading Š A.1, C.2, C.3, 

D.1, D.2, E.1, G.5, G.9, G.15, H.1 
• 3.2.8 Writing Š B.1, D.1 
• 3.3.8 Speaking Š A.1, A.4, A.6, 

B.3 
• 3.4.8  Listening  Š   A.2, B.3 
• 3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy 

Š A.1, A.4, B.2, C.1 
 
POETRY 
• 3.1.8 Reading Š C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, 

E.1-E.5, G.7-G.10, G.11 
• 3.3.8 Speaking Š A.6, A.7, B.1-

B.4, C.1-C.4, D.8 
• 3.4.8 ListeningŠ A.1-A.2, B.3, B.6 
• 3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy 

Š A.3, B.4, C.2 

INFORMATIONAL WRITING 
• 3.1.8 Reading Š G.1, G.5   
• 3.2.8 Writing Š A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-

C.8, D.1-D.15 
• 3.3.8 Speaking Š A.1, A.2, A.4, A.6, 

A.7, B1-B.4 
• 3.4.8 Listening Š A.1, A.6, B.4, B.5 
• 3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy Š 

A.1, A.4, B.3 
 
EXPRESSIVE WRITING 
• 3.1.8 ReadingŠG.2-G.4, G.6-G.13, G.15 
• 3.2 Writing Š A.1, A.4-A.7, B.1, B.2, 

C.1-C.8, D.1, D.2, D.3, D.4, D.5, D.6, 
D.13, D.14 

• 3.3.8 Speaking Š C.2-C.4, D.1-D.8 
• 3.4.8 Listening -- A.1, A.2 
• 3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy Š 

A.2, A.3, B.4, B.5 
 
PERSUASIVE WRITING 
• 3.1.8 Reading Š G.1, G.15 
• 3.2.8 Writing Š A.2-A.7, B.1, B.4, C.1-

C.8, D.1, D.2, D.10-D.15 
• 3.3.8 Speaking Š A.1, A.3-A.5, A.7, 

B.1-B.3, D.3, D.7 
• 3.4.8 Listening Š A.4, A.6, B.2-B.4 
• 3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy Š  

A.1-A.4, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.3 

VOCABULARY 
• 3.1.8 Reading Š  C.1-C.4, F.1-

F.5  
• 3.2.8 Writing Š A.4, C.6, C.7 
• 3.3.8 Speaking Š C.2, C.3 
 
GRAMMAR / USAGE / 
MECHANICS 
• 3.2.8 Writing Š C.1-C.8 
• 3.3.8 Speaking Š C.1-C.4 
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CROSSROADS MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM ~ CURRICULUM MAP OF COURSES~GRADES 6-8~LITERATURE 

GRADE 6 GRADES 7/8 “A” 
Enriched 

GRADES 7/8 “A” 
Developmental 

GRADES 7/8 “B” 
Enriched 

GRADES 7/8 “B” 
Developmental 

CORE NOVELS: 
Crash 

 

Bridge to Terabithia 

 

Jackaroo 

 

Catherine, Called Birdy 

 

Gathering Blue 

 
SHORT STORIES 
• Selections from 

Goodman’s Five-Star 

Stories (Jamestown Press) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
POETRY 
 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES: 

 

PATTERNS 

(Independent Reading) 

 

Vocabulary     Development 

 

Character Education 

Connections 

 

Media Literacy 

CORE NOVELS: 
Lord of the Flies 

 

The Outsiders 

 

The Pearl 

 

The Book Thief 

 

 

 

SHORT STORIES: 
• Selections from 

Adventures for Readers, 
Book One 

• Selections from 

Prentice Hall 

Literature, Bronze 
 

 
 
 
POETRY 
 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES: 

 

PATTERNS (Independent 

Reading) 

 

Vocabulary Development 

 

Character Education 

Connections 

 

Media Literacy 

 
 
 

CORE NOVELS: 
The Wave 

 

Zlata’s Diary 

 

The Pearl 

 

The Outsiders 

 

 

 

SHORT STORIES: 
• Selections from 

Adventures for Readers, 
Book One 

• Selections from 

Prentice Hall 

Literature, Bronze 
 
 
 
POETRY 
 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES: 

 

PATTERNS (Independent 

Reading) 

 

Vocabulary Development 

 

Character Education 

Connections 

 

Media Literacy 

CORE NOVELS: 
Thief of Always 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird 

 

A Midsummer Night’s 

Dream 

 

 

 

 

SHORT STORIES: 
• Edgar Allan Poe 

• O. Henry 

• Mark Twain 

• Selections from 
Adventures for Readers, 
Book Two 

• Selections from 
Prentice Hall 

Literature, Silver 
 
POETRY 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES: 

 

PATTERNS (Independent 

Reading) 

 

Vocabulary Development 

 

Character Education 

Connections 

 

Media Literacy 

CORE NOVELS: 
Tangerine or Thief of 

Always 

 

The Watsons Go to 

Birmingham 

 

 

 

 

 

SHORT STORIES: 
• Edgar Allan Poe 

• O. Henry 

• Mark Twain 

• Selections from 
Adventures for Readers, 
Book Two 

• Selections from 
Prentice Hall 
Literature, Silver 
 

POETRY 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES: 

 

PATTERNS (Independent 

Reading) 

 

Vocabulary  Development 

 

Character Education 

Connections 

 

Media Literacy 
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WRITING 
GRADE 6 GRADES 7/8 “A” 

Enriched 
GRADES 7/8 “A” 

Developmental 
GRADES 7/8 “B” 

Enriched 
GRADES 7/8 “B” 

Developmental 
Informational Writing 

• Research Task 
(Ancient 
Civilizations) 

• Feature Articles 
• How-To 
• Biography 
• Autobiography 
 
 
Expressive Writing 

• Descriptive 
• Narrative 
• Letters 
• Short Stories  
• Reflection /Journals 
• Poetry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Informational Writing 

• Research Task 
• Letters 
• Response to 

Literature 
• Biography 
• Autobiography 
 
 
 
Expressive Writing 

• Narrative 
• Poetry 
• Memoir 
• Letters  
• Reflection / Journals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Informational Writing 

• Research Task 
• Letters 
• Response to 

Literature 
• Biography 
• Autobiography 
 
 
 
Expressive Writing 

• Narrative 
• Poetry 
• Memoir 
• Letters  
• Reflection / Journals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Informational Writing 

• Research Task 
• Letters 
• Response to 

Literature 
• Biography 
• Autobiography 
 
 
 
Expressive Writing 

• Narrative 
• Poetry 
• Memoir 
• Letters  
• Reflection / Journals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Informational Writing 

• Research Task 
• Letters 
• Response to Literature 
• Biography 
• Autobiography 
 
 
 
 
Expressive Writing 

• Narrative 
• Poetry 
• Memoir 
• Letters  
• Reflection / Journals 
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Persuasive Writing 

• Advertising 
• Editorials 
• Essays 
• Letters 
 

 
 
 
 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES 

Media Literacy  

 

Vocabulary 

Development 

 

Grammar, Usage, 

Mechanics 

Persuasive Writing 

• Speeches 
• Debates 
• Essays 
• Letters 
• Advertising 
• Propaganda 
• Editorials 
 
 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES 

Character Education 

Media Literacy 

Vocabulary 

Development 

Language  Conventions 

Literature  Conventions 

 

Persuasive Writing 

• Speeches 
• Debates 
• Essays 
• Letters 
• Advertising 
• Propaganda 
• Editorials 
 
 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES 

Character Education 

Media Literacy 

Vocabulary 

Development 

Language  Conventions 

Literature Conventions 

 

Persuasive Writing 

• Speeches 
• Debates 
• Essays 
• Letters 
• Advertising 
• Propaganda 
• Editorials 
 
 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES 

Character Education 

Media Literacy 

Vocabulary 

Development 

Language  Conventions 

Literature Conventions 

 

Persuasive Writing 

• Speeches 
• Debates 
• Essays 
• Letters 
• Advertising 
• Propaganda 
• Editorials 
 
 
INTEGRATED BEST 

PRACTICES 

Character Education 

Media Literacy 

Vocabulary Development 

Language  Conventions 

Literature    Conventions 
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LITERATURE 
Grade 6 
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Literature, Grade 6 
Course Description 

Standards:  
3.1.6 Reading – A.1-A.3, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.6, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.13, G.15-G.18, H.1-
H.7 
3.2.6 Writing -- A.2, A.4, A.5, A.6, A.9, A.12,.B.7, C.1-C.5, C.9, C.10, D.1, D.2, D.11 
3.3.6 Speaking – A.1-A.5, B.1-B.6, C.1-C.3 
3.4.6 Listening – B.1-B.5 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1, A.3, A.4 
Big Ideas:   

• The study of literature provides students with opportunities to grow intellectually, 
socially, and emotionally. 

• Reading is a complex process through which readers actively construct meaning 
and connect with others’ ideas. 

Essential Questions: 
• How does knowledge of universal themes in literature impact our understanding 

of human behavior? 
• How does the author’s use of literary techniques contribute to interpretation and 

meaning? 
• How does the use of reading strategies support understanding of both fiction and 

nonfiction text? 
• How does literature help us understand and appreciate diverse cultures and 

perspectives? 
• How do the elements of fiction shape our understanding of text? 
• How are fiction and non-fiction alike and different? 
• What strategies help readers understand non-fiction text? 

Enduring Understandings: 
• Proficient readers relate prior knowledge and personal experiences to written 

literature. 
• Proficient readers respond to literature in aesthetic and critical ways. 
• Proficient readers use words, their variations, and their contexts to create 

meaning. 
Areas of Focus / Skills: 
Understanding the Structures of Fiction and Non-Fiction Text 
Using the Conventions of Language 
Recognizing Author’s Use of Literary Techniques 
Developing Vocabulary through Word Study 
Reading to Construct Meaning and Interpret Text 
Applying Reading Strategies for Comprehension 
Synthesizing Information from Multiple Sources to Construct Meaning 
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Crash 
Grade 6 

Revised July, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standard(s) 

 
3.1.6 Reading – A.1-3, C.1-4,  D.1-4,  E.1-6, F.1-5,  G.1-13,  G.15-18, H.1-7 
3.3.6 Speaking – A.1-5,  B.1-6,  C.1-3 
3.4.6 Listening – B.1-5 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media  Literacy A.1, A.3, A.4 
3.2.6 Writing – A.2, A.4-6,  A.9,  A.12,  B.7,  C.1-5,  C.9-10,  D.1-2,  D.11 
 

EU Enduring Understanding(s)   
• Take the time to be compassionate and tolerant with people who are different, because at one time in your life, you 

may be looked upon as the one who is different. 
• People may try to influence your decisions, but you are your own decision-maker. 
• Change may come when you least expect it.  It is how you grow or learn from it that matters most. 
• Often we have to look below the surface to understand why people behave the way they do. 
• We gain from giving. 
 

EQ Essential Question(s) 

• How do we learn from other people’s differences? 
• Why do people sometimes do something that they know is wrong? 
• How do we grow from change? 
• Why are some people bullies and some victims? 
• How can someone win by losing? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Distinguish the difference between teasing and bullying 
• Predict outcomes 
• Understand the concepts of empathy, tolerance and individuality 
• Infer the main character’s feeling based on his experiences throughout the book. 

 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area:   
Core Ethical Value(s): empathy ( Feelings Packet), cooperation ( Jigsaw and Timeline), assertion ( SAC lesson), 

self- control (Interview and Feelings Packet)  
 
Technology 8.1  

A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
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E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (Performance Task) 
B.   Self-Management (discussion, SAC lesson) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (Interview, discussion) 
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Bridge to Terabithia 
Grade 6 

Revised July, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standard(s) 
3.1.6 Reading -- A.1, A.3, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.6, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.13, G.15-G.18, H.1-H.7 
3.2.6 Writing -- A.2, A.4, A.5, A.6, A.9, A.12,.B.7, C.1-C.5, C.9, C.10, D.1, D.2, D.11 
3.3.6 Speaking -- A.1-A.5, B.1-B.6, C.1-C.3 
3.4.6 Listening -- B.1-B.5 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy -- A.1, A.3, A.4 
 

EU Enduring Understanding(s)  
• People need people. 
• People use imagination to enrich their lives. 
• Friendships leave a lasting impression on people, even after the friendship has ended. 
EQ Essential Question(s) 

• What do people gain from friendships? 
• How is imagination useful in childhood and adulthood? 
• How can you gain from a loss? 
K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Make valid predictions about plot and character using text clues 
• Identify and explain examples of figurative language 
• Identify and analyze stages of grieving from a character’s perspective 
• Understand concepts of empathy, tolerance and individuality through a novel study 
 

C Connections: 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): (Teambuilding “Windows” and “You Have to Have a Heart” – Cooperation, Stages of 

Grieving – Empathy) 
Technology 8.1  

A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills  9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 
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Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills  9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking 
B.   Self-Management (discussion, journals) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion, journals) 
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Jackaroo  
Grade 6 

Revised July, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standard(s) 
 

3.1.6 Reading – A.1-3, C.1-4,  D.1-4,  E.1-6, F.1-5,  G.1-13,  G.15-18, H.1-7 

3.2.6 Writing – A.2, A.4-6,  A.9,  A.12,  B.7,  C.1-5,  C.9-10,  D.1-2,  D.11 

3.3.6 Speaking – A.1-5,  B.1-6,  C.1-3 

3.4.6 Listening – B.1-5 

3.5.6 Viewing and Media  Literacy A.1, A.3, A.4 

 

EU Enduring Understanding(s)   

• Societies judge the value/worth of a person. 

• There are many wrongs in the world no matter in what time period you live. 

• Legends give people hope in hard times. 

 

EQ Essential Question(s) 

• What makes one person more valuable in society than another? 

• How is it a person’s social responsibility to try to make a difference in the world? 

• When can a person who breaks the law also be a hero/heroine? 

 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Identify elements of a story, plot, setting, character, mood, cause/effect and point of view. 

• Understand and use new vocabulary 

• Connect information gleaned from the novel with information learned in social studies unit 

about the Middle Ages 

• Apply strategies to manage the text, including prediction, visualization, summary and 

graphic organizers 

• Write in response to the text 

• Support an opinion or position 

• Identify author’s craft  

 

Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area:   
Core Ethical Value(s):  empathy ( Four Square), cooperation (Questions Chapters 9, 10, 11), assertion (Questions 

Chapters 12,19), self-control (Questions Chapter 12) , responsibility (Character maps of Tad and Burl) 
 
Technology 8.1  

A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
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E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills  9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills  9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (Four Square, prediction, Performance Task) 
B.   Self-Management  
C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion, group work) 
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Catherine, Called Birdy               Grade 6                                     Revised July, 2009 
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Gathering Blue 
Grade 6 

Desired Results 
CS Content Standard(s) 
3.1.6 Reading -- A.1, A.3, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.6,  F.1-F.5, G.1-G.13, G.15-G.18, H.1-H.7 
3.2.6 Writing --A.2, A.4, A.5, A.6, A.9, A.12,.B.7, C.1-C.5, C.9, C.10, D.1, D.2, D.11 
3.3.6 Speaking -- A.1-A.5, B.1-B.6, C.1-C.3 
3.4.6 Listening -- B.1-B.5 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy -- A.1, A.3, A.4 
EU Enduring Understanding(s)   

• Societies judge the value/worth of a person. 
• Gender can determine the quality of a person’s life. 
• Humor helps people in times of trouble. 
EQ Essential Question(s) 

• What makes one person in society more valuable than another? 
• How were women’s lives different from men’s lives in medieval times? 
• How does humor help people in life? 
K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will know: 

• Elements of a story, plot, setting, characterization (major and minor characters), mood, metaphor, and point of 
view 

• New vocabulary related to Middle Ages and the novel 

• Information gleaned from the novel about the Middle Ages 
 
The students will be able to: 

• Use strategies to manage the text including prediction and graphic organizers. 
• Write in response to the text. 
• Visualize. 
• Support a position. 
• Identify the author’s craft. 

 
C Connections: 

Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: (Descriptive Writing of Setting, Social Class Pyramid – Social Studies) 
Core Ethical Value(s): 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (Performance Task) 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion) 
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August, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standard(s) 
3.1.6 Reading- A.1-A.3, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.6, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.13, G.15-G.18, H.1-H.7 
3.2.6 Writing – A.2, A.4-A.6, A.9, A.12, B.7, C.1-C.5, C.9-C.10, D.1-D.2, D.11 
3.3.6 Speaking- A.1-A.5, B.1-B.6, C.1-C.3 
3.4.6 Listening- B.1-B.5 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy-A.1, A.3, A.4 
EU Enduring Understanding(s)   

• Everyone has something valuable to offer. 

• Strength is measured in many ways.  

• Knowledge is power. 

• The past influences the future. 

EQ Essential Question(s) 

• How is everyone a valuable contributor to society? 

• What makes a person strong? 

• How can what you don’t know hurt you? 

• Do you choose your future or is it chosen for you?  

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Reference the text during discussion 

• Take notes using text and discussion points 

• Demonstrate oral reading skills 

• Make predictions about text 

• Research historical events 

• Sequence events from the text 

• Synthesize information 

• Evaluate interpersonal relationships 

 

Connections: 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: Science and Social Studies (Reading/analyzing non-fiction texts) 
Core Ethical Value(s): C.A.R.E.S traits (Character Report Card) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (Performance Task, The Advice Desk, Character Report Card) 
B.   Self-Management 
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C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion, group work) 
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LITERATURE CIRCLES 
Grade 6 
July, 2009 

 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 
 
3.1.6 Reading – C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.5, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.18, H.5-H.7 
3.2.6 Writing – A.7-A.9, B.5, B.6, C.1-C.6, C.8-C.10, D.1, D.2, D.4, D.11 
3.3.6 Speaking – A.1-A.5, B.1-B.6, C.1-C.3, D.1-D.9 
3.4.6 Listening – A.1-A.5,A.5, A.7,  B.1-B.5 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.8, C.2 
 
 EU  Enduring Understandings 

• Readers have varied roles in producing an active reading experience within a group. 

• Skilled readers appreciate and respond appropriately to the ideas and opinions of other readers when 
responding to literature. 

 
• Group members are responsible to their peers for assuming a role critical to the group’s success. 

 
• Understanding and appreciation of literature is enhanced through the multiple perspectives of individual group 

members. 
 
EQ Essential Questions 

• How does reading a book in a group setting differ from reading a book independently? 
 

• How do individual personalities and learning styles impact the work of a group? 
 

• How can the reading experience be enriched through a group novel study? 
 

• How does allowing for choice impact the reading experience? 
 
K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Analyze the elements of plot and characterization to construct understanding 
• Read fiction and non-fiction materials appropriate for independent reading levels 
• Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of theme, structure, style, and literary elements 
• Make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections 
 

C Connections: Determined by Novel Selections 
 

Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
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D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication 
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Poetry 
Grade 6 

 July, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 
3.1.6 Reading -- A.3, C.1-4, D.1-4, E.1-6, F.1-5, G.1-4,6-7,9,11-14,16-18, H.6-7 
3.2.6 Writing -- A.3, A.5-A.13, D.1-D.3, D.6. D.13. D.15 
3.3.6 Speaking -- A.2-5, B.1-6, C.1-3, D.2-9 
3.4.6 Listening -- A.1-3,4-7, B.1-4 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy -- A.4,8  B.5,7 
      

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• Poems are written for pleasure, instruction, and enlightenment 

• Poems create connections between the poet’s life experience and others 

• Poems express the human condition through their language, style, voice, and content, and through use of 
literary devices 

, 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How does the structure of poetry reveal the author’s purpose? 

• In what ways does poetry express emotions and ideas differently from prose? 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Compose a variety of poems using varied formats, both prescriptive and free-form 
• Identify varied poetic devices and explain their contribution to the effect of the poem 
• Analyze a poem for meaning, style, and structure 

C Connections: 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: (Art-create a visual representation, Literature-analyzing poetic devices) 
Core Ethical Value(s): 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (Listening to variety of poems) 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (Poetry Podcast) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (Poetry Theater) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (Exploration of Poetry) 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (Explore a variety of poems) 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication 
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WRITING 
Grade 6 

 
 
 



 28

 
Writing, Grade 6 

Course Description 
Standards: 
3.2.6 Writing – A.1-A.13, B.1-B.10, C.1-C.10. D.1-D.15 
3.1.6 Reading – A.1-A.13, B.1, B.4, B.6, B.7, B.10, C.1-C.10, D.1-D.3, D.5, D.6, D.13-
D.15, H.1-H.7, E.1-E.5, F.1, F.2,G.1-G.1 
3.3.6 Speaking – C.1-C.3, D.1-D.9 
3.4.6 Listening – A.1-A.7 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy – B.1, B.2, B.7, C.2 
 
Big Ideas:   

• Writing is a complex process through which writers actively construct meaning 
for themselves and others.  Writers compose text in order to communicate, 
express an idea, or enhance learning.   

• Students compose texts for different audiences and for various purposes.  Writing 
should include opportunities for students to think about ideas, feelings, events, 
and people in their lives. 

 
Essential Questions:   

• How do writers take risks? 
• How does collaboration improve writing? 
• What is the importance of reflecting upon your ideas and the ideas of others? 
• How does an author craft text effectively? 
• What is the importance of revising and editing  a piece of writing? 

Enduring Understandings: 
• Writing is a means of communicating thoughts and ideas effectively. 

Areas of Focus / Skills: 
 

Written Composition 

• Paragraph form 
• Genre focus 
• Writing process strategies 
• Writing Mini Lessons Topics 
• Incorporating and citing information from a source 
 
Language Conventions 

• Grammar/Mechanics 
• Sentence construction 
• Sentence structure 
• Usage 
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Informational Writing 
Grade 6  

Revised August, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.6 Reading -- A. 1-3, C. 1-4, D. 1-4, E. 1-6, F.1-5, G. 1,3-4, 6, 8-11, H. 1-6 
3.2.6 Writing -- A.1-13, B.1,3,5,7,9-10, C.1-10, D.1- 4, D.7,10, 14-15 
3.3.6 Speaking -- A. 2,4,5 B. 1-6, C. 1-3, D.1-9 
3.4.6 Listening -- A.1-7, B. 1-5 
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy -- A. 1-3,6, B. 7, C.1-3   
 

EU Enduring Understandings 

• Skilled writers develop and refine their ideas to communicate effectively for a variety of 

audiences and purposes. 

• Using the conventions of language contributes to a coherent written product. 

• The writers’ choices of language, tone, voice, and style define his message. 

• Skilled writers effectively identify and organize details that support their ideas. 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How does a writer locate, organize and present information to support his topic? 

• How does the writer’s craft shape his message and inform his audience? 

• How does the topic sentence / thesis drive the content of an essay? 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Compose an informational, multi-paragraph essay with an introduction, relevant supporting 

details, and a conclusion using cause/effect, compare/contrast, classification, or “how-to” 

structure 

 

• Choose language and formats appropriate for the intended message, audience, and purpose 

for writing 

o Effective details 

o Varied sentence structures 

� Simple 

� Compound 

� Complex 

� Correcting fragments and run-on sentences 

o Effective word choices, including transitional words and phrases 

o Punctuation and grammar 

� End marks 

� Commas in compound sentences 

� Commas in series 
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� Quotations 

� Apostrophes 

• Use the writing process to publish essays 

o Prewriting 

o Drafting 

o Revising 

o Editing 

o Sharing / publishing 

o Reflecting 

 

 
Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): (Commentaries-include CARES when discussing issues) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (Podcasts, blogs) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (Current events, TFK) 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship (How- to podcasts and presentations) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning  (Interviews) 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking  
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (Interviews) 
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Expressive Writing 
Grade 6 

August, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standard(s) 

 
3.1.6 Reading -- A. 2,3, C.1-4, D. 1-4, E. 1-6,  F. 1-5,  G. 1-4, 7-13, 15-18,  H. 6,7  

3.2.6 Writing -- A.1-13, B.1-7, 9,10, C. 1-10, D. 1-6, 13-15 

3.3.6 Speaking -- A. 4-5, B. 2-5, C. 1-3, D. 1-9 

3.4.6 Listening -- A.1-3, B. 1-5,  

3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy -- A. 5,6,8, B. 1,6, C. 1-4  

 

EU Enduring Understanding(s)  

• A well-written story includes important literary elements. 

• Precise language, including sensory details and figurative language enhances a story and 

makes meaning clear to the reader. 

• Writing about personal experiences allows authors to express themselves and record their 

personal histories. 

• Effective use of conventions of language, sentence structures, and writer’s voice and style contribute to strong 
expressive writing. 

 
 

EQ Essential Question(s) 

• How can we use our senses to enrich our writing? 

• What tools do writers use to craft engaging, vivid texts? 

• How is dialogue used effectively and correctly to enhance expressive writing? 

• How can expressive writing create a lasting personal legacy? 

 

 

K Knowledge & Skills 

 

The students will be able to: 

• Use the Writing Process to create a published expressive piece through prewriting, drafting, 

revising and editing. 

• Use language to express individual perspectives. 

• Explore expressive materials that are read, heard, and/or viewed. 

• Narrate personal accounts of memoir, vignette, or autobiography. 

• Use dialogue effectively as a narrative device. 

• Write using both first and third person points of view. 

• Incorporate figurative language into expressive writing. 
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• Develop a short story with effective use of plot, character, setting and theme. 

• Write a friendly letter and a business letter for an authentic purpose. 

• Create original poetry based on models of varied formats and purposes. 

• Use sensory details and “show, don’t tell” technique to develop vivid descriptions 

 

 

Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): (Journal prompts about core ethical values) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (letters, journals, essays, graphic organizers) 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (Documentaries, iMovies, blogs) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency  
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning   
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking  
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (Interviews with family members) 
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Persuasive Writing 
Grade 6 
July, 2009 

 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standard(s) 

 

3.1.6 Reading -- A. 2,3, C.1-4 D. 1-4, E. 1-6, F. 1-5, G. 1-6, 8-11, H.1-6 

3.2.6 Writing -- A. 1-13, B. 1-3, 5-7, 9,10, C. 1-10, D. 1-4, 7-11, 13-15  

3.3.6 Speaking -- A.1-5, B. 1-6, C. 1-3, D. 1-4, 6-9 

3.4.6 Listening -- A. 1-7, B. 1-5  

3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy -- A. 5-8, B. 1,3  

 

EU Enduring Understanding(s)  

• Authors use facts, reasons, and examples to convince an audience that their opinions are valid. 

EQ Essential Question(s) 

• How does word choice contribute to a strong argument? 

• Why is it important for a writer to know his/her audience? 

• Why do people write to persuade others? 

• What is the role of supporting evidence in building an argument? 

 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Write for a particular audience and purpose 

• Identify facts and opinion and use each appropriately 

• Generate ideas using outlines or other graphic organizers 

• Develop a thesis statement 

• Organize ideas using order of importance, cause and effect, or compare and contrast 

techniques 

• Use supporting evidence to develop an argument, including facts and examples, 

references to experts, statistics, data, and anecdotal evidence 

• Respectfully consider and acknowledge counter arguments 

• Use transitional words and phrases to produce a well-organized argument 

• Structure an essay using a standard format: introduction, body, conclusion 

• Choose emotional, powerful language to enhance their argument 

• Incorporate persuasive techniques as appropriate to strengthen an argument 
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Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): assertion, responsibility, empathy, self-control 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (blogs) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (current issues and events, analyzing online commercials, TFK website) 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship (United Streaming) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication 
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LITERATURE 

Grades 7/8 
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Literature, Grades 7/8 
Course Description 

Standards:  
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing -- D9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 
Big Ideas:   

• The study of literature provides students with opportunities to grow intellectually, 
socially, and emotionally. 

• Reading is a complex process through which readers actively construct meaning 
and make text-to-self, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections. 

 
Essential Questions: 

• How does knowledge of universal themes impact our understanding of human 
behavior? 

• How does the author’s use of literary techniques contribute to interpretation and 
meaning? 

• How does the use of reading strategies support understanding of both fiction and 
nonfiction text? 

• How does literature help us understand and appreciate diverse cultures and 
perspectives? 

• How do the elements of fiction shape our understanding of text? 
• How does genre impact an author’s literary decisions? 
• How does an author’s choice of media impact understanding of the information? 
• How does the use of textual evidence from non-fiction text contribute to the 

reader’s understanding? 
• Why is it important to consider the author’s perspective when working with non-

fiction text? 
• How do good readers use their knowledge of the purpose, structure, and elements 

of non-fiction to make meaning of text? 
Enduring Understandings: 

• Proficient readers relate prior knowledge and personal experiences to text. 
• Proficient readers demonstrate an understanding of the author’s use of literary 

techniques and conventions. 
• Proficient readers use support from non-fiction text as evidence of understanding. 
• Proficient readers respond critically to text ideas, the author’s perspective, and the 

author’s craft. 
• Reading critically helps the reader identify, analyze, and apply knowledge of the 

purpose, structure, and elements of non-fiction. 
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Areas of Focus / Skills: 
Interpret and analyze the structures of fiction and non-fiction text 
Interpret and analyze the conventions of language 
Interpret and analyze author’s use of literary techniques 
Develop and use vocabulary including words with literal and figurative meaning. 
Read to construct meaning and interpret text 
Apply reading strategies for comprehension and analysis 
Analyze and explain characteristics and purposes of different genres 
Synthesize information from multiple sources to construct new understanding 
Make inferences using textual information and supplemental evidence from text 
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Lord of the Flies 
Grades 7/8 

Revised August, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 
 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing - D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 
 EU  Enduring Understandings 

• Society needs order to function. 

• Human behavior is influenced by societal boundaries. 

• People follow the leadership of others for a variety of reasons. 

• Evil resides in every human being as well as good. 
 
EQ Essential Questions 

• Why does society need rules? 

• How is a person’s behavior influenced by his/her surroundings? 

• What qualities make a person a leader? 

• Is there good and evil in everyone? 
 
K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Talk to the text 
• Explain abstract concepts 
• Find main idea 
• Identify major themes within a novel 
• Identify and understand foreshadowing 
• Analyze character development 
• Read and discuss non-fiction supplemental materials 
• Respond to open-ended prompts 
• Analyze quotations 
• Identify and explain symbols 
• Make text-to-text, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections 
• Create a visual representation to show understanding of theme and symbolism 
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C Connections: 
 

Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: Social Studies 
Core Ethical Value(s): Character Chart of Attributes 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (blogs, reflections) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (performance task, group work) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (open-ended questions, analysis of text)) 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (performance task) 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (Characteristics of a Leader, journaling, analyzing text) 
B.   Self-Management (reading, journaling, performance task) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (class discussion, reflections, participation, group work) 
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The Outsiders 
Grades 7/8 

Revised August, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 
 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing – D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3  
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• A family can be defined in many ways. 
• Where you come from does not determine where you will go or who you will be. 
• Labels do not define who you are. 
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• What is a family? 
• What determines your path in life? 
• What is an outsider? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Explore topics including gangs, fate, tragedy, friendship, loss, being an outsider and character development 
through comprehension questions and open-ended responses. 

• Analyze poetry, character development, and theme. 
• Identify and use vocabulary. 
• Identify and understand the meaning of slang. 
• Identify the characteristics of a first person narrative. 
• Identify and interpret allusion. 
• Make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections. 
 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): empathy, cooperation, responsibility (“What is a Family?” activity, Greasers “Wanted” 

poster) 
Technology 8.1  

A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (music lesson) 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (music lesson) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (Music lesson) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (music lesson) 
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F.   Digital Citizenship 
Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 

A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (text connections, reflective sharing, open-ended journals, open-ended questions, 

comprehension questions) 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion) 
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The Pearl 
Grade 7/8 

Revised August, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing -- D.2, D.4, D.5, D.9   
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
 
 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• Greed can be destructive. 
• Social status influences our beliefs and actions. 
• Parables convey great truths with simplicity. 
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How does the drive for wealth influence who you are and how you behave? 
• What impacts our views of others? 
• What lessons can we learn from parables? 
K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Use reading strategies such as “talking to the text,” visualization, questioning, and summarizing. 
• Identify symbols and interpret their meaning. 
• Identify elements of parable. 
• Understand cause and effect. 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): Responsibility (Values Clarification activity) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (“If I Had a Million Dollars”) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (“If I Had a Million Dollars”) 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills (letter of application for Pearls of Wisdom) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (cause and effect journal, discussion, Reading Apprenticeship, write a parable, symbolism) 
B.   Self-Management (cause and effect journal, write a parable) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion) 
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The Book Thief 
Grades 7/8 
August, 2009 

 
Desired Results 

CS Content Standard(s)  
 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.2, E.1, F.5, G.6, G.13, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing – B.1, D.3 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.6, A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 
EU Enduring Understanding(s) 

• Words have power. 

• Tragedies often illustrate both the best and worst of humanity. 

• Analysis of an author’s writing style provides a reader with a deeper understanding of the work. 

 

Q Essential Question(s) 

• What can words do? 

• How does a tragedy affect a person or group of people? 

• Why should a reader analyze an author’s writing style? 

  

UQ Unit Question(s) 

 
What are the various roles words play in Liesel’s life? 

Why does Liesel steal? Why does she mostly steal books? 

How do the Holocaust and WWII affect the characters in the novel? 

Why is Death so intrigued by humans? 

How does the role of Death, an omniscient narrator, affect the story? 

How does the structure of the novel connect to Liesel’s character development? 

K Knowledge & Skills 
The students will be able to: 

• Explore topics including the Holocaust and WWII, life in Nazi Germany, empathy, the strengths and 
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weaknesses of humanity and the varied power of words through discussion, journaling/blogging, 
comprehension and open-ended questions. 

• Analyze and interpret the author’s use of symbolism, novel structure, tone, voice, and figurative language. 

• Describe character development. 

• Identify and analyze the characteristics of an omniscient narrator. 

• Identify and use vocabulary. 

• Make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections. 

C Connections: 
 

Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: Social Studies (Holocaust, World War II, Nazi Germany) 
Core Ethical Value(s): Empathy 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (WebQuests, blogging) 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (WebQuests, blogging) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (WebQuests, blogging) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (WebQuests, blogging) 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (Character Development Mapping, Performance Task, Thievery Simulation) 
B.   Self-Management  
C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion, group work, blogging) 
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The Wave 
Grades 7/8 

Revised August, 2009 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 
 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing --D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3  
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• History can repeat itself. 
• With great power, comes great responsibility. 
• Propaganda influences what people think and how people behave. 
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• Does society learn from past mistakes? 
• What makes a person a leader that others will follow? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Talk to the text 
• Identify major themes within a novel 
• Identify and understand foreshadowing 
• Analyze character development 
• Understand the use of propaganda 
• Read and discuss non-fiction supplemental materials 
• Respond to open-ended prompts 
• Make text-to-text, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections 
 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): Assertion, Responsibility, Self-Control (Discussion, Peer Pressure activity) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (Propaganda Performance Task) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (Propaganda Performance Task) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (Propaganda Performance Task) 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (Propaganda Performance Task) 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
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B.   Employability Skills 
Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 

A.   Critical Thinking (open-ended questions, Venn diagram) 
B.   Self-Management (journals, reading assignments) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion) 
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Zlata’s Diary 
Grades 7/8 
August, 2009 

 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing - D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 

• War affects every person. 
• The will to survive can help people overcome any obstacle. 
• Finding joy in small events can help ease sadness. 
• In times of crisis, people must stick together. 
• Journals can help reflect on life events. 
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How does war affect civilians/children? 
• What helps people survive times of crisis? 
• Why are journal/diaries important? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Understand and analyze journals/diaries as historical documents. 
• Understand the basic events of the war in Sarajevo and relate them to the human experience of war. 
• Understand first- person accounts of historical events as a literary genre. 

 
 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: (Social Studies Timeline of Zlata and History of Sarajevo Conflict 
Core Ethical Value(s): (Anticipation Guide, History of Sarajevo)  

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (Public Service Announcement, Letters to war refugees, Timeline) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (Discussion, Anticipation Guide, Timeline) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (Compare/Contrast Assessment) 
F.   Digital Citizenship (Public Service Announcement) 
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Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills (Letters to war refugees, compare/contrast assessment) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking Letters to war refugees, compare/contrast assessment) 
B.   Self-Management (Journals) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (Discussion, Anticipation Guide) 
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The Thief of Always 
Grades 7/8 
August, 2009 

 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing - D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• The Hero's Quest exists as a universal experience outside of the genre of literature.  
• Effective authors paint pictures and engage our imaginations with words.  
• Sometimes you get what you wish for, only to find out it's not what you really wanted.  
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• Is it human nature to want someone who struggles to succeed?  
• Does what you can visualize keep you reading?  
• Do we appreciate what we have?  
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Identify the elements of the hero's quest.  
• Show how to find and identify simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration, onomatopoeia, and    

foreshadowing.  
• Compare and contrast.  
• Complete graphic organizers as a means to record and utilize information.  

 
 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (Scooby Doo, Thief of Always soundtrack) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (Thief of Always soundtrack) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (Hero’s Quest, Double sided journals, discussions) 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
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A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills (The Fifth Henchmen) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking 
B.   Self-Management (Double-sided journals, reading assignments) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (Things that Go Bump in the Night, Scooby Doo, discussions) 
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Tangerine 
Grade: 7/8 
August, 2009 

 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing -- D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• One’s perceptions are not always accurate accounts of reality. 
• Conflict exists on a number of different levels within a work of literature. (Man vs. Man, Man vs. Nature, Man vs. 

Himself) 
• Writers create deliberate settings in order to influence plot, theme, and character. 
• Courage is often defined by the situation in which we find ourselves. 
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How can a person perceive something as real when others don’t see it as such? 
• How does what’s going on in the world around you influence who you are and how you behave? 
• How can the setting give a reader deeper insight into a story? 
• What does it mean to be courageous? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to:  

• Identify plot, theme, key symbols and character of Tangerine 
• Describe the different types of conflict:  

o Man vs. Man 
o Man vs. Nature 
o Man vs. Himself 

• Understand the symbolic nature of setting 
• First person narrative 
• Experiment with journaling  
• personal and narrative 
• Create a blog to respond to text 
• Create a brochure for Tangerine County 
• Complete a graphic organizer on different types of conflict 
• Write a newspaper article predicting the outcome of the story 
• Work cooperatively in small groups  
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C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (blog, travel brochure) 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (blog, travel brochure) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (blog, travel brochure) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship (blog, travel brochure) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills (travel brochure) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (open-ended questions types of conflict) 
B.   Self-Management (journals) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (role-playing, discussion) 
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To Kill a Mockingbird 
Grades 7/8 
August, 2009 

 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing - D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 

• Courage often results from having witnessed extreme prejudice.  

• Prejudice is a reflection of time and place and is not only about color or class.  
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• What does courage look like?  

• Do we see the world differently if we “walk in someone else's shoes”?  
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Talk to the text 
• Explain abstract concepts 
• Find main idea 
• Identify major themes within a novel 
• Identify and understand foreshadowing 
• Analyze character development 
• Identify persuasive techniques 
• Read and discuss non-fiction supplemental materials 
• Respond to open-ended prompts 
• Analyze quotations 
• Identify stereotypes 
• Evaluate generalizations 
• Make text-to-text, text-to-text, and text-to-world connections 
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C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: Social Studies (Civil Rights Movement) 
Core Ethical Value(s): Empathy ( Whose Shoes worksheet, cooperating with group, being assertive in class, 

responsible for own work, empathize with characters, self-control during discussion) 
Technology 8.1  

A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (Whose Shoes, Prejudice/Courage worksheet) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (Movie, Civil rights timeline) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (Civil Rights timeline, Growing up Black/White in the 1930’s) 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (Pre-reading, Whose Shoes, Rosa Parks and The  

Most Mature Thing I’ve Ever Seen) 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (Analyzing and responding to text and quotations) 
B.   Self-Management (Reading, homework, journals, performance task) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (Class discussion, group work, class participation) 
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Grades 7/8 
August, 2009 

 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing - D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 

• Comedy makes us think. 
• Love is never easy and that is the way it is supposed to be in order to appreciate those you love. 
• Reality often influences dreams just as writers are influenced by real life happenings. 

 

EQ Essential Questions 

• “The course of true love never did run smooth.” Why? 
• What is the connection between an author’s tone and the outcome of the work? 
• What is comedy? 

 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Describe the time period of Shakespeare 
• Identify the structure of a play 
• Various elements of comedy (word play, slapstick, irony, laughing at others’ expense, practical jokes) 
• Identify Figurative and Descriptive language 
• Identify characters and their class 
• Act out Shakespeare’s play 
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• Sketch ideas for setting and costumes 
• Make connections 
• Determine elements of comedy 
• Encourage others as members of a good audience 

 

 

 

 

 

C Connections: 
 

Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): Empathy (Response to text) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (life questions, journal response, anticipation guide, symbolism) 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (discussion, reading / participation) 
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The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963 
Grades 7/8 
August, 2009 

 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.2.8 Writing - D.9 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• The choices we make affect others and us. 
• Universal needs exist in all people. 
• Freedom and security are fragile.  
 
EQ Essential Questions 

• How do the decisions a person makes have both short-term and long-term results? 
• How do events in your life shape who you are? 
• What needs are universal to all people? 
• In what ways can your freedom and security be challenged? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will know and understand: 

• Cause and effect 
• Humor (irony, puns) 
• Allusions 
• Imagery 
• Hyperboles 
• Dialect and Dialogue 
• Civil Rights Movement 
• Persuasive Techniques 

 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: Social Studies (Civil Rights Movement) 
Core Ethical Value(s): Responsibility (What is Freedom?) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (Selling the Ultra-Glide) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (Selling the Ultra-Glide) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (researching the Civil Rights Movement) 
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E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking 
B.   Self-Management (journals, reading assignments) 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (Every Family has a Story) 
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LITERATURE CIRCLES 
Grades 7/8 
July, 2009 

 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – A.1, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.2, F.1-F.5, G.1-G.15, H.1-H.5 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1-A.6, B.1-B.7 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• Readers have varied roles in producing an active reading experience within a group. 

• Skilled readers appreciate and respond appropriately to the ideas and opinions of other readers when 
responding to literature. 

 
• Group members are responsible to their peers for assuming a role critical to the group’s success. 

 
• Understanding and appreciation of literature is enhanced through the multiple perspectives of individual group 

members. 
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How does reading a book in a group setting differ from reading a book independently? 
 

• How do individual personalities and learning styles impact the work of a group? 
 

• How can the reading experience be enriched through a group novel study? 
 

• How does allowing for choice impact the reading experience? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Analyze the elements of plot and characterization to construct understanding 
• Read fiction and non-fiction materials appropriate for independent reading levels 
• Read critically by identifying, analyzing, and applying knowledge of theme, structure, style, and literary elements 
• Make text-to-text, text-to-self, and text-to-world connections 
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C Connections: Determined by Titles 
 

Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication 
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Poetry 
Grades 7/8 

July, 2009 
 

 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – C.1-C.4, D.1-D.4, E.1-E.5, G.7-G.10, G.11 
3.2.8 Writing -- A.3, A.5-A.13, D.1-D.3, D.6. D.13. D.15 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.6, A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.4, D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1, A.2, B.3, B.6 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.3, B.4, C.2 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• Effective communication between people is essential. 
• Poetry is a unique style of communication. 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How does poetry help us understand and appreciate diverse cultures and perspectives? 
• How does genre impact an author’s literary decisions? 
• What makes poetry a unique form of writing? 
• How does a poetic form contribute to the meaning of a poem? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Identify poetic conventions in poems. 
• Use poetic conventions and figurative language in original work. 
• Perform, observe, and provide feedback for spoken word. 
• Analyze poems for theme and tone. 
• Understand historical and cultural perspective of poems. 
 

C Connections: 
 

Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: 
Core Ethical Value(s): 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (blogging, creating videocasts) 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (podcast / videocast, blog, original poetry) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (performance, student-created poetry) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (response to poems, analyzing poetry) 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills 



 62

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication 
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WRITING 
Grades 7/8 
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Writing, Grades 7/8 
Course Description 

Standards: 
 
3.1.8 Reading – G.1-G.13, G.15  
3.2.8 Writing – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.8, D.1-D.15 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1- A.7, B.1-B.4, C.2-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1, A.2, A.4, A.6, B.2-B.5 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1- A.4, B.1-B.5, C.1-C.3 
 
Big Ideas:   

• Writing is a complex process through which writers actively construct meaning 
for themselves and others.  Writers compose text in order to communicate, 
express an idea, or enhance learning.   

• Students compose texts for different audiences and for various purposes.  Writing 
should include opportunities for students to think about ideas, feelings, events, 
and people in their lives. 

 
Essential Questions:   

• How do skilled writers make meaningful connections to personal experiences, 
perceptions, opinions and beliefs? 

• How does gathering and organizing information contribute to effective written 
communication? 

• How do compositional risks help the author convey meaning? 
• How do the author’s purpose and audience determine word choice, structure, and 

style? 
• What is the importance of language conventions and techniques of the author’s 

craft in revising and editing a piece of writing? 
Enduring Understandings: 

• Proficient writers understand and analyze what they hear, observe, and read to 
guide their communication, expression, and learning. 

• Proficient writers have a repertoire of strategies that enables them to vary form, 
style, and voice according to audience, context, and purpose. 

• Proficient writers use the recursive writing process and the conventions of 
language to communicate clearly and effectively. 
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Areas of Focus / Skills: 
 

Written Composition 

• Identify elements of Persuasive, Expressive, and Informational writing. 
• Write multi-paragraph compositions that have a clear topic development, logical 

organization, and effective use of detail. 
• Develop and support a thesis statement. 
• Extend knowledge of specific characteristics, structures, and appropriate voice 

and tone of selected genres and use this knowledge in creating written work, 
considering the purpose, audience, and context of the writing. 

• Analyze and synthesize compositional risks. 
• Implement writing process strategies. 
 

 
Use Language Conventions including: 

• Grammar / usage / mechanics / spelling 
• Sentence variety and structures 
• Paragraph structure 
• Effective word choice 
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Informational Writing 
Grades 7/8  
August, 2009 

 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – G.1, G.5   
3.2.8 Writing – A.1-A.7, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.8, D.1-D.15 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1, A.2, A.4, A.6, A.7, B1-B.4 
3.4.8 Listening – A.1, A.6, B.4, B.5 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1, A.4, B.3 
 

EU Enduring Understandings 
• Skilled writers effectively identify and organize details that support their ideas. 

• Informational writing clearly and coherently conveys facts, directions, examples, background information, and 
explanations for a specific purpose and audience. 

• The structure and form of informational writing facilitate understanding and the effective communication of 
ideas. 

• Informational writing is recursive in nature, evolving in content and complexity. 

 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How does gathering information and details help the author determine the organizational format of  
informational writing? 

 
• How do the author’s purpose and audience determine word choice, structure, and style? 

 
• How does the author’s use of structures, formats, and language conventions support a clear, coherent 

informational piece of writing? 
 

• How do skilled writers discern which information is reliable and relevant to a specified purpose or thesis? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

• Compose an informational, multi-paragraph essay with an engaging introduction, relevant supporting details, 
and a contemplative conclusion  

• Identify audience and purpose 
• Limiting and focusing a topic 
• Generating a thesis statement 
• Choosing facts, examples, and details to support the thesis statement 
• Organize and elaborating upon supporting details to build a cohesive format using chronological, sequential, 

spatial, developmental, cause/effect, compare/contrast, or classification structures 
• Use multiple sources and parenthetical in-text citations to document information 
• Create a Works Cited page, formatted in MLA style, for research writing 
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• Choose language and formats appropriate for the intended message, audience, and purpose for writing 
o Effective details 
o Compositional risks 
o Varied sentence structures 

� Simple 
� Compound 
� Complex 
� Compound-Complex 
� Avoiding fragments and run-on sentences 
� Parallel structures 

o Sophisticated word choices that promote the authors’ voice and style 
o Internal and external transitional words and phrases 
o Punctuation and grammar 

� Commas 
� Quotations 
� Apostrophes 
� Citations 
� Semi-colons 
� Pronouns and pronoun antecedents 
� Irregular verb tenses 

 
• Use the writing process to publish a range of essays 

o Prewriting 
o Drafting 
o Revising 
o Editing 
o Sharing / publishing 
o Reflecting 

 

 

Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: Social Studies, Current Events and Issues (Research Task) 
Core Ethical Value(s):  

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (using databases to locate information) 
B.   Creativity and Innovation 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (blogs, journals, letters) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency (research process and writing essays) 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making (finding relevant information) 
F.   Digital Citizenship (blogs, databases) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning (formal letters, research) 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (responding to literature, Reading Apprenticeship strategies) 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (critique, peer editing, discussion) 
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                       Expressive Writing 
Grades 7/8 
August, 2009 

 
 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – G.2-G.4, G.6-G.13, G.15 
3.2.8 Writing – A.1, A.4-A.7, B.1, B.2, C.1-C.8, D.1, D.2, D.3, D.4, D.5, D.6, D.13, D.14 
3.3.8 Speaking – C.2-C.4, D.1-D.8 
3.4.8 Listening -- A.1, A.2 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.2, A.3, B.4, B.5 
 

 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• Expressive writing uses precise, descriptive language to capture and express the writer’s thoughts, ideas, and 

experiences. 
• Expressive writing reveals the author’s voice and style through the examination of one’s perceptions and 

feelings. 
 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How is figurative language used to enhance expressive writing? 
• How do writers use language conventions and the author’s craft to produce engaging, vivid text? 

 

 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to: 

∗ Write stories or scripts with well-developed characters, setting, and plot. 
∗ Generate and narrow topics by considering purpose, audience, and form using writing strategies and graphic 

organizers. 
∗ Revise and edit drafts by rereading for content, organization, and language conventions. 
∗ Compose various types of prose employing narrative elements. 
∗ Extend applications of characteristics, structures, voice and tone to create written work. 
∗ Use appropriate grammar, usage, mechanics, and spelling for the specified genre. 
∗ Use specific details to relate clear, coherent events or situations in written work. 
∗ Use narrative and descriptive writing techniques that show compositional risks. 
∗ Develop the use of a personal style and voice effectively to support the purpose of, and engage the audience in, the 

written work. 
 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: Social Studies, Science 
Core Ethical Value(s): Cooperation, Responsibility (peer editing) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (blogging to share writing) 
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B.   Creativity and Innovation (blogging to share writing) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (blogging to share writing) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning 
B.   Employability Skills (organization, expressing one’s self, writing skills) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (reading and analyzing mentor texts, revising) 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (peer editing, whole class workshop) 
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Persuasive Writing 
Grades 7/8 

July, 2009 
 

 

Desired Results 

CS Content Standards 

 
3.1.8 Reading – G.1, G.15 
3.2.8 Writing – A.2-A.7, B.1, B.4, C.1-C.8, D.1, D.2, D.10-D.15 
3.3.8 Speaking – A.1, A.3-A.5, A.7, B.1-B.3, D.3, D.7 
3.4.8 Listening – A.4, A.6, B.2-B.4 
3.5.8 Viewing and Media Literacy – A.1-A.4, B.1-B.4, C.1-C.3 
 
 EU  Enduring Understandings 
• Authors use facts, reason, and examples to convince an audience that their opinions are valid, authentic, and 

credible. 

• Skilled writers use word choice and persuasive techniques to facilitate a change in others’ thinking. 

• The structure of persuasive writing is determined by the audience, purpose, and intended outcome. 

 

EQ Essential Questions 

• How do people effectively persuade others through their writing? 
• How do appropriate word choices and persuasive techniques contribute to a strong argument? 
• Why is it important for a writer to know his/her audience? 
• How does the use of supporting evidence build an argument? 
• How does a writer’s experience affect his or her writing? 
 

K Knowledge & Skills 

The students will be able to 

• Generate ideas by considering audience and tone 

• Sequence their writing, improving openings and closings 

• Revise and edit drafts 

• Distinguish between facts and opinions 

• Develop a thesis statement 

• Develop an argument using a structure or format appropriate to the writer’s purpose 

o Listing pros and cons 

o Using facts and examples 

o Anticipate an opponent’s counter-argument 

o Refer to experts, statistics, data and anecdotal evidence 

• Cite source information  
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• Organize and use transitions in an argument 

• Order of importance 
• Cause and effect 

• Use emotional and powerful language to present an argument 
• Utilize the New Jersey Registered Holistic scoring rubric to improve and evaluate writing 
• Construct and utilize a variety of sentence types 
• Review and interpret various forms of advertising (commercials, print ads, electronic media, signs) for persuasive 

techniques 
• Listen to peer created speeches and provide constructive criticism and feedback 
• Choose and apply persuasive techniques effectively, including but not limited to, 

• Bandwagon 
• Testimonial 
• Expert 
• Plain Folks 
• Guilt 
• Repetition 
• Emotional Appeal 
• Scientific Data 
• Positive and Negative Consequences 

 
 

C Connections: 

 
Interdisciplinary Instruction, Content Area: Social Studies (speeches) 
Core Ethical Value(s): Cooperation, Assertion (debates on current events and issues) 

Technology 8.1  
A.  Technology Operations and Concepts (blogging, web sites: Brain Pop, United Streaming) 
B.   Creativity and Innovation (commercials, advertising) 
C.   Communication and Collaboration (blogs) 
D.   Research and Information Fluency 
E.   Critical Thinking, Problem Solving, and Decision Making 
F.   Digital Citizenship (Acceptable Use Policy during blogging) 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.1 
A.   Career Awareness and Planning (letter writing) 
B.   Employability Skills 

Career Education and Consumer, Family, and Life Skills 9.2 
A.   Critical Thinking (analyzing persuasive samples, responding to prompts, debates) 
B.   Self-Management 
C.   Interpersonal Communication (debates, group work) 
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