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STRUCTURE OF GRADES 6-8 LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM
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WRITING
Students will understand that proficient writers...
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Standards Unpacked by Grade Level

Standards Unpacked by Grade Level for
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CROSSROADS MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM ~ CURRICULUM MAP OF COURSES~GRADES 6-8~LITERATURE
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WRITING
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LITERATURE
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Literature, Grade 6
Course Description
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Crash

Grade 6
Revised July, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standard(s)
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Bridge to Terabithia

Grade 6
Revised July, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standard(s)
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Jackaroo

Grade 6
Revised July, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standard(s)

3.1.6 Reading - A.1-3, C.1-4, D.1-4, E.1-6, F.1-5, G.1-13, G.15-18, H.1-7
3.2.6 Writing - A.2, A.4-6, A9, A.12, B.7, C.1-5, C.9-10, D.1-2, D.11
3.3.6 Speaking — A.1-5, B.1-6, C.1-3

3.4.6 Listening — B.1-5

3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy A.1, A.3, A.4

EU Enduring Understanding(s)

e Societies judge the value/worth of a person.
e There are many wrongs in the world no matter in what time period you live.
e Legends give people hope in hard times.

EQ Essential Question(s)

e What makes one person more valuable in society than another?
e How isit a person’s social responsibility to try o make a difference in the world?
e When can a person who breaks the law also be a hero/heroine?

K Knowledge & Skills
The students will be able to:

e |dentify elements of a story, plot, setting, character, mood, cause/effect and point of view.

e Understand and use new vocabulary

e Connectinformation gleaned from the novel with information learned in social studies unit
about the Middle Ages

e Apply strategies to manage the text, including prediction, visualization, summary and
graphic organizers

e Write in response fo the text

e Support an opinion or position

e |dentify author’s craft
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Catherine, Called Birdy Grade 6 Revised July, 2009



Desired Results
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August, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standard(s)
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EU Enduring Understanding(s)

e Everyone has something valuable to offer.
e Strength is measured in many ways.

¢ Knowledge is power.

e The pastinfluences the future.

EQ Essential Question(s)

How is everyone a valuable contributor to society?
What makes a person strong?

How can what you don't know hurt you?

Do you choose your future or is it chosen for you?

K Knowledge & Skills
The students will be able to:

Reference the text during discussion

Take notes using text and discussion points
Demonstrate oral reading skills

Make predictions about text

Research historical events

Sequence events from the text

Synthesize information

Evaluate interpersonal relationships
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LITERATURE CIRCLES

Grade 6
July, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standards
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Poetry

Grade 6
July, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standards
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WRITING
Grade 6
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Writing, Grade 6
Course Description

Standards:
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Informational Writing

Grade 6
Revised August, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standards
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EU Enduring Understandings

o Skilled writers develop and refine their ideas to communicate effectively for a variety of

audiences and purposes.

e Using the conventions of language confributes to a coherent written product.

e The writers’ choices of language, tone, voice, and style define his message.

o Skilled writers effectively identify and organize details that support their ideas.

EQ Essential Questions

e How does a writer locate, organize and present information to support his topic?e

¢ How does the writer’s craft shape his message and inform his audience?

e How does the topic sentence / thesis drive the content of an essay?

K Knowledge & Skills

The students will be able to:

e Compose an informational, mulfi-paragraph essay with an intfroduction, relevant supporting
details, and a conclusion using cause/effect, compare/contrast, classification, or “how-to”

structure

e Choose language and formats appropriate for the infended message, audience, and purpose

for writing
o Effective details
o Varied sentence structures
Simple
Compound
Complex
Correcting fragments and run-on sentences

o Effective word choices, including transitional words and phrases

o Punctuation and grammar
End marks
Commas in compound sentences
Commas in series




Quotations

Apostrophes
e Use the writing process to publish essays
o Prewriting
o Drafting
o Revising
o Editing
o Sharing / publishing
o Reflecting
Connections:
]2 2 ! % 0
X1 * > " 1%/*
)
[ 1% = 1
= 1 2 #
(] 1 1
X, 7/ 2 < | <.
[]* 1 . —
X< , ' 0 "@
1 * 1 < 5
X% 1 % 2 #
I:' *
1 * 1 < 5 T+
(% 1
] —
X 2 ! "2 #

3(




Expressive Writing

Grade 6
August, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standard(s)

3.1.6 Reading - A. 2,3, C.1-4,D. 1-4,E. 1-6, F. 1-5, G. 1-4,7-13, 15-18, H. 6,7
3.2.6 Writing -- A.1-13, B.1-7, 9,10, C. 1-10, D. 1-6, 13-15
3.3.6 Speaking -- A. 4-5,B. 2-5, C. 1-3,D. 1-9

3.4.6 Listening -- A.1-3, B. 1-5,
3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy -- A. 5,6,8, B. 1,6, C. 1-4

EU Enduring Understanding(s)

e A well-written story includes important literary elements.

® Precise language, including sensory details and figurative language enhances a story and
makes meaning clear to the reader.

e Writing about personal experiences allows authors to express themselves and record their
personal histories.

o * F

7

EQ Essential Question(s)

How can we use our senses to enrich our writing?

What tools do writers use to craft engaging, vivid textse

How is dialogue used effectively and correctly to enhance expressive writing?
How can expressive writing create a lasting personal legacy?

K Knowledge & Skills

The students will be able to:

e Use the Writing Process to create a published expressive piece through prewriting, drafting,
revising and editing.

Use language to express individual perspectives.

Explore expressive materials that are read, heard, and/or viewed.

Narrate personal accounts of memoir, vignette, or autobiography.

Use dialogue effectively as a narrative device.

Write using both first and third person points of view.

Incorporate figurative language into expressive wrifing.

3!




Develop a short story with effective use of plot, character, setting and theme.
Write a friendly letter and a business letter for an authentic purpose.

Create original poetry based on models of varied formats and purposes.

Use sensory details and “show, don't tell” technique to develop vivid descriptions
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Persuasive Writing

Grade 6
July, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standard(s)

3.1.6 Reading - A. 2,3, C.1-4D. 1-4,E. 1-6, F. 1-5, G. 1-6, 8-11, H.1-6
3.2.6 Writing -- A. 1-13, B. 1-3, 5-7, 9,10, C. 1-10, D. 1-4, 7-11, 13-15
3.3.6 Speaking -- A.1-5, B. 1-6, C. 1-3, D. 1-4, 6-9

3.4.6 Listening -- A. 1-7, B. 1-5

3.5.6 Viewing and Media Literacy -- A. 5-8, B. 1,3

EU Enduring Understanding(s)

e Authors use facts, reasons, and examples to convince an audience that their opinions are valid.

EQ Essential Question(s)

How does word choice contribute to a strong argumente

Why is it important for a writer fo know his/her audience?

Why do people write to persuade others?

What is the role of supporting evidence in building an argument?2

K Knowledge & Skills
The students will be able to:

Write for a particular audience and purpose

Identify facts and opinion and use each appropriately

Generate ideas using outlines or other graphic organizers

Develop a thesis statement

Organize ideas using order of importance, cause and effect, or compare and confrast
techniques

Use supporting evidence to develop an argument, including facts and examples,
references to experts, statistics, data, and anecdotal evidence

Respectfully consider and acknowledge counter arguments

Use transitional words and phrases to produce a well-organized argument
Structure an essay using a standard format: infroduction, body, conclusion
Choose emotional, powerful language to enhance their argument

Incorporate persuasive techniques as appropriate to strengthen an argument

33
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LITERATURE
Grades 7/8
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Literature, Grades 7/8
Course Description

Standards)
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Lord of the Flies

Grades 7/8
Revised August, 2009

Desired Results
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The Outsiders

Grades 7/8
Revised August, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standards
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The Pearl

Grade 7/8

Revised August, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standards
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The Book Thief

1 9F)
August, 2009

Desired Results
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The Wave

Grades 7/8
Revised August, 2009
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Zlata’s Diary
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The Thief of Always
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August, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standards

3")/ Ho% " 1"18 ,"  8*"*+<"<A1"1"A@"@A
3+)6 . -

33) H%"%9 " 81"18,",)

38)5 H%"%& " 9

3A)> - 5 H%"%8 " AIl"13

EU Enduring Understandings
. @ P M 7 7

° *

o P

EQ Essential Questions

K Knowledge & Skills
)]

o ) P B

[ ]

° 1

o 1 0 0

C Connections:

12 2 ! % 0
]y = > "#

(% = 1
& n
X1
L1,
D> 1 s - ‘e F M
LI 10
1

-\l-l-
N




A(




Tangerine
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To Kill a Mockingbird
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A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Grades 7/8
August, 2009

Desired Results

CS Content Standards

3")/ H% " 1"18 ," ., 8*"*+<"<A1"1"'A@"@A
3+)6 . -

33) H%"%9 " 8118 ,",)

38)5 H%"%& " 9

3A) > - 5 H%"%8 " AI1"13

EU Enduring Understandings

1
* 5
« 7/ L

EQ Essential Questions

° J K6 |
° 6 F |
° 6 |

K Knowledge & Skills
)]

2

° > " F 7
2
2




C Connections:

12 2

My o~ >

[1% =

L]
O
L],
I:'*
[]< 10
1

(1%

(L] \ [C T

[]
-)(-)('-)(-'

"/ T4

A&




The Watsons Go to Birmingham, 1963
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LITERATURE CIRCLES
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Poetry
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WRITING
Grades 7/8
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Writing, Grades 7/8
Course Description
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Areas of Focus / Skills:
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Informational Writing
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Expressive Writing
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Persuasive Writing
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